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REMEMBERING ONE 
‘SPECIAL LITTLE BOY’ 


$149 donation honors memory of woman's 149th foster child, slain at age 21 


By Mara KLECKER 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


As Gloria Leiferman puts it, she finally 
stopped having babies at 82 years old. 
For nearly 40 years, at all hours of the 
day and night, Leiferman answered phone 
calls asking if she would be willing to fos- 
ter another infant. She said yes 250 times. 
An upstairs room in her townhome be- 
came the nursery. A closet was filled with 
pastel-colored baby clothes, and the walls 
were lined with cribs and bassinets. 
Even now, several months after retiring 
from the role of foster parent, a bag of dia- 
pers and bottle of baby powder sit in a cor- 
ner of one of the cribs. A reading lamp still 
casts shadows on the rocking chair where 
Leiferman soothed so many babies to sleep. 


To make donations: 


Online: Omaha. 
com/goodfellows 
Mail: World-Herald 
Goodfellows 
1314 Douglas St. 
Suite 600 
Omaha, NE 68102 
Today’s donations, 
Page 2A 


And on the top of a dresser full of tiny 
socks and folded onesies, Leiferman has 
placed a few photos, arranged between 
carved angel figurines and a flickering 
candle. One of the photos shows a little 
boy with frizzy black hair. Another one 
shows a tall young man in a cap and gown, 
smiling next to Leiferman at his gradua- 
tion from North High School. 

And there, on the corner of the dresser, 
is the funeral program for that same boy, 
that same young man. At the start of his 
life — more than two decades before he 
was shot and killed outside a northeast 
Omaha middle school on a spring night 
— Brandon White was rocked to sleep in 
this same room. 


See Goodfellows: Page 2 


Gloria Leiferman, seen above in the nursery of her Omaha home, has fostered 250 babies. She donated to Goodfellows 
in honor of Brandon White, top left, her 149th foster child. She gave him the nickname “Beemer” because of his initials, 
B.M.W. At top right, Leiferman attended White’s graduation from North High School in 2014. He was fatally shot this year. 
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UNITED NATIONS 
U.S. is alone in 
vetoing resolution 
against Trumps 
Jerusalem action 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — The 
United States on Monday vetoed a 
resolution supported by the 14 oth- 
er U.N. Security Council members 
that would have required Pres- 
ident Donald Trump to rescind 
his declaration of Jerusalem as 
the capital of Israel, a vote that 
showed the depth of global opposi- 
tion to the U.S. move. 

The United States was certain 
to veto the Egyptian-sponsored 
resolution, but its Arab supporters 
wanted the vote to demonstrate 
that countries everywhere and 
even many U.S. allies such as Brit- 
ain, France and Japan are against 
Trump’s action. 

The Palestinians immediately 
announced that they will seek a 
resolution with similar demands in 
the 193-member General Assem- 
bly, where there are no vetoes. But 
unlike the Security Council, the 
assembly’s resolutions are not le- 


See U.N. vote: Page 2 
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CRASHING, QUIET, THEN SCREAMS 


At least three died when an Amtrak train making its first-ever run on a faster new route derailed on an 
overpass near Seattle on Monday, spilling cars onto traffic below. The train appeared to be speeding 
before it derailed. A passenger described a silence after the crash, then “people screaming.” Page 5A 


Higher pay, 
benefits are 
urged for 

prison staff 


Lawmakers ask Ricketts to 
do ‘whatever is necessary 
to address high turnover 


By PAuL HAMMEL 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


LINCOLN — When state legisla- 
tors visited Nebraska prisons this 
summer, they said they saw frus- 
tration, and even fear, in the eyes 
of prison workers. 

Corrections workers, they said, 
worried about their safety because 
of staff shortages and an increase 
in assaults on staff, and spoke of 
the fatigue of having to frequent- 
ly work double shifts to cover the 
vacant posts. 

On Monday, legislators called on 
Gov. Pete Ricketts to do whatever 
is necessary to stem high turnover 
in state prison jobs; the department 
sees more than one corrections of- 
ficer leave the job each day. 

A 30-page report from a legisla- 
tive oversight committee called for 
consideration of higher pay, better 
benefits, raises for longevity “and 
other retention-focused incentives” 
to stabilize staffing levels. 

“We are encouraging the execu- 
tive branch to do whatever is nec- 
essary,” said State Sen. Laura Ebke 
of Crete, who chaired the oversight 
committee. “If we need to spend 
money, we need to spend money.” 

A spokesman for Ricketts said 
Monday that he has increased pay 
for corrections officers over the 
past three years, and Nebraska 
now pays more than both Kansas 


See Prisons: Page 2 


REPUBLICAN BILL 
Tax proposal 
fuels anxiety 


across health 


care system 


TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 


WASHINGTON — Doctors, hos- 
pitals, patient advocates and others 
who work in the nation’s health care 
system are growing increasingly 
alarmed at the Republican tax bill, 
warning that it threatens care for 
millions of sick Americans. 

The legislation — which GOP 
leaders are rushing to pass this 
week — will eliminate beginning 
in 2019 the Affordable Care Act 
penalty on consumers without 
health coverage, a move many ex- 
perts warn will weaken insurance 
markets in parts of the country. 

Republican leaders have dis- 
missed the objections, arguing that 
eliminating the penalty will remove 
an unfair government requirement. 

“Obamacare’s coercive individ- 
ual mandate represents perhaps 
the worst example of the federal 
government violating individual 
freedom and liberty,” said Rep. 
Mark Walker, R-N.C., chairman of 
the Republican Study Committee. 

The tax bill, which includes huge 
tax cuts for corporations, may also 
force tens of millions of dollars in 
cuts to the Medicare program un- 
der federal budget rules, though 
congressional leaders say they are 
confident they can waive the rules 
as they have in the past. 

Most worrisome to many, the 


See Tax bill: Page 5 


Omaha forecast 
High: 52 Low: 27 
Mostly sunny Details: 5B 
Index 
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